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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

 

 

DENNIS RUTHERFORD, 

 

        Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

ALEX VILLANUEVA, Sheriff of Los 

Angeles County, in his official 

capacity, and COUNTY OF LOS 

ANGELES 

 

        Defendants. 

No. 75-CV-04111-DDP 

 

DECLARATION OF MARISOL 
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Declaration of Marisol Dominguez-Ruiz 

 I, Marisol Dominguez-Ruiz, hereby declare: 

1. I make this declaration based on my own personal knowledge and if 

called to testify I could and would do so competently as follows: 

2. I am a Justice Catalyst Fellow at the ACLU National Prison Project 

(ACLU NPP) and am admitted to practice law in the State of California and before 

this court. I am one of the lawyers who represent the plaintiff class in this action.  

3. I serve as a monitor, along with ACLU SoCal counsel, Melissa 

Camacho, in LA County Jails (Jails). As a monitor, I have unescorted access to 

each of the Jails so that I can talk to people incarcerated there and observe 

conditions first-hand.  

4. On Thursday, February 16, 2023, I visited Men’s Central Jail 6050 

(MCJ 6050) and the Inmate Reception Center (IRC) after reports by county 

officials at the Civilian Oversight Commission public meeting held that morning 

that MCJ 6050 was being used as IRC overflow. I was accompanied by co-counsel, 

Melissa Camacho, and ACLU SoCal Jails Conditions Advocate, Berklee Donavan.  

5. I first visited MCJ 6050 from 12:30pm to 2:30pm.   

6. At MCJ 6050, I saw a row of larger cells that housed four men to each 

one. I did not see any trash cans inside the cells. I did see plastic bags used for food 

delivery being used as makeshift trashcans.  

7. The smell in MCJ 6050 had a strong body odor that I could smell 

through my KN95 mask.  

8. I saw three televisions set up in MCJ 6050 but they were not actually 

broadcasting any television shows. One of the televisions displayed television apps 

that a viewer could download – almost like a nonstop infomercial. I reported the 

non-functional televisions to the Watch Commander’s office in MCJ and was told 

they would have them checked out by logistics.  
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9. I took declarations from two class members who reported being 

brought to MCJ 6050 from IRC because of how long they had been at IRC.  

10. At around 2:30 I headed over to the IRC. The scene at the IRC was 

overwhelming and shocking due to the amount of people waiting in the medical 

clinic area. I was at the IRC on February 16 until about 4 pm.  

11. I saw roughly 20 men sitting on the floor because all the chairs were 

full. I saw men sleeping on the floor without a blanket or a mattress. Almost every 

seat was occupied. I saw about 20 other men walking around the IRC Clinic area.  

12.  I noticed the televisions working at the IRC and the volume was loud. 

It added to the intense atmosphere.  

13.  The IRC smelled of strong body odor and feces, again, I could smell 

it through my mask. I checked at least one toilet in the medical clinic area and it 

flushed. However, I noticed feces smeared all over the toilet bowl which added to 

the pungent aroma in the air. 

14.  I saw many people with their hands inside their clothes for body 

warmth because of the cold temperatures and lack of blankets. I felt cold even with 

my jacket on.  

15.  I saw someone an older man strapped to a gurney, wrapped in a 

blanket, who seemed immobile and was reportedly there for over 24 hours. He 

appeared to be around 40-60 years old. I did not speak to him because he seemed 

to be asleep. I saw him semi-awake, around 3:20pm, when medical staff checked 

him and gave him pills. He remained strapped to the gurney during that brief 

interaction. 

16.  I spoke with a class member (Booking #6550753) who showed me a 

bone popping out of his shoulder and he said that he had not received any medical 

attention or pain medication. He reported being at the IRC for 2 days. 

17.  I spoke to multiple class members and asked how long they had been 

at the IRC. The responses ranged from 10 hours up to four days.  
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18.  I walked through the space and saw trash all over the IRC Medical 

Clinic floor. The trash was often the remnants of food sacks provided to detainees.  

19.  I felt a lot of tension in the room. As I walked through people 

approached me asking if I could help them out. The most common complaint from 

people was the amount of time they had been at the IRC and were hungry. I 

explained to the people the reason for my visit and asked them to call the ACLU 

Jail Hotline if they had additional complaints about the Jails.  

20.  I heard people shouting they were hungry because they had not yet 

had lunch, someone said they were ready to “go on strike” because of their hunger, 

and people started to chant: “WE WANT FOOD.”  

21.  I asked a deputy what was going on with people getting food. I made 

a note of the time, it was at around 2:45 pm. He informed me that lunch would be 

delivered in another 2 or 3 hours. It is unclear if the presence of the ACLU 

triggered lunch to be delivered earlier than usual but trustees were brought in to 

distribute lunch at around 3:20 pm.  

22.  Shortly after lunch was delivered, I saw trustees sweeping up the 

trash on the IRC floor.  

23.  One of the people I met at the IRC was declarant John Mayes who 

had been at the IRC since the previous day, February 15, 2023. He recounted being 

held at the Santa Monica Police Station since Friday, February 10, 2023, and 

finally brought to the IRC on Wednesday, February 15, 2023. He reported feeling 

hungry and anxious.  

24.  A majority of the people reported not knowing when they would get 

moved to permanent housing or were awaiting a mental health evaluation. I was 

not able to confirm with documentation.  

25.  I saw a person (Booking #6551656) in holding cell 120 because he 

kept pounding on the windows to get my attention. The loudness of the IRC and 

lack of privacy due to the amount of people sitting on the floor near his cell made it 
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difficult to interview him.  I saw the letters “KTP” written on the glass of his cell 

door. This man spoke Spanish and expressed wanting to get out of the holding cell. 

I saw he was alone in the cell. I asked a deputy about this situation and he 

explained said that the records showed this person had been there for about ten 

hours and “KTP” means “Keep The Peace” status. The deputy explained this status 

is likely due to being involved in an altercation or the possibility of being involved 

in an altercation. The deputy told me that he would be moved from the holding cell 

before the 12-hour mark, and pointed to all the trash in the holding cell as proof 

that food had been brought to the man. I was unable to review documentation of 

amount of time he had been held in cell 120.  

26.  I spoke to another class member (Booking #6551657) in holding cell 

108. He reported arriving to the IRC around the evening of February 15, 2023. He 

told me he had not been seen by a mental health professional and began to cry 

while speaking with me, he said due to the anxiety of being without his 

psychotropic medicine. He told me he takes Lorazepam (1mg/2xday) and Effexor 

(75 mgs/evening) and had not received any medication. He also did not have 

access to a phone.  

27.  Another class member (Booking #6549884) reported being in his 

holding cell for two and half days. I was unable to confirm or disprove this with 

documentation.  

28.  I spoke to another person (Booking # 6540622) in a holding cell and 

reported receiving one meal since his arrival two days earlier, and had not been 

seen by a mental health professional. I was unable to confirm or disprove this with 

documentation.  

29.  One of my last conversations on February 16, 2023 was with a person 

(Booking #6543296) in holding cell 111 who reported being there for about four 

days. I was unable to confirm or disprove this with documentation.  
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30.  I returned to visit the Jails the next day, February, 17, 2023, due to 

the alarming situation I had witnessed the day before. I arrived to the IRC along 

with my colleagues, Melissa Camacho and Peter Eliasberg, at around 11:30 am.  

31.  The IRC clinic area was emptier than the day before. I could see seats 

available for people to sit in one. 

32.  I did not recognize anyone in the IRC clinic area from the previous 

visit. However, someone addressed me by name before I approached him and 

asked me to confirm the ACLU Jail Hotline number. I assumed this person had 

been there during my visit the day before when I provided this information to 

people.  

33.  I counted four people sleeping on the floor. They were using plastic 

bags as their cover. I did not see any blankets or mattresses in the IRC clinic. 

34.  I spoke to a class member (Booking #6554033) and he told me he had 

been there since February 15, 2023. I was unable confirm or disprove this with 

documentation.  

35.  Around 12:20pm, we headed to the IRC 231 area. I noticed many 

people in the pods. I recognized John Mayes, who I had met the previous day. I 

interviewed him in the IRC 231 holding area for a declaration for the Court.  

36.  I headed over to the holding cell area on the second floor of the IRC 

around 1:10pm. I spoke to people in holding cell 209. This holding cell is marked 

as the “Hispanic” cell. I counted 10 people inside. 

37.  My colleague, Melissa Camacho, requested time logs for this holding 

cell area and I saw the logs showing several people had been there for over 12 

hours.  

38.  I interviewed two people in holding cell 209. I saw at least one 

person sleeping on a bench and another person was sleeping on the floor.  
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39.  I asked if they had any hygiene products. I was told no one had a 

toothbrush nor access to a shower. I could see the very small pile of toilet paper 

that the ten men had to use.  

40. Attached to this declaration as Exhibits A-K are true and correct 

copies of the holding cell report logs produced by Defendants for the following 

dates: September 30, 2022 - October 1, 2022 shift (Exhibit A); September 29-30, 

2022 shift (Exhibit B); October 28, 2022 AM shift (Exhibit C); November 5, 2022 

PM shift (Exhibit D); November 20, 2022 shift (Exhibit E); December 23, 2022 

IRC AD Segregation Report (Exhibit F); January 7, 2023 IRC AD Segregation 

Report (Exhibit G); January 30, 2023 shift (Exhibit H); January 31, 2023 IRC AD 

Segregation Report (Exhibit I); February 16, 2023 PM shift (Exhibit J); and 

February 16-17, 2023 shift (Exhibit K). I reviewed logs produced by Defendants 

and identified missing information from the following columns: “Date/Time 

Removed From Cell,” “How Many Present in Cell, “Why Extended,” or “Cell #.” I 

also identified instances where the written logs do not match the computer log.  

 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the 

foregoing is true and correct.  

   /s/ Marisol Dominguez-Ruiz 

 Marisol Dominguez-Ruiz  
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